
Here’s My Impressions of Open House on 
Navy Plans to Use Forest Service Roads 

Val and I went over to Okanogan to represent Yipdoggies International at the Electronic 
Warfare open house.  Sounds like some kind of joke—Electronic Warfare open house. 
There were tables set up in a big room, maps and literature, and people who could
answer questions. The organizers tried to keep it from becoming a public meeting—like 
when they showed a powerpoint they didn't want us to use the chairs stacked in the 
corner.  But the 30 or so people there unstacked the chairs, and there was quite a bit of 
interest in the questions being raised by others of the public.
 
I was wrong about this EW being used to throw off missile systems-- that would be 
some other project.  This one is primarily for locating, blocking and destroying ground-
based anti-aircraft systems with specially equipped EW aircraft. Who could argue with 
that? The idea in this training project is to have vans that can mimic ground-based radar 
and anti-aircraft systems send out imitation signals so that EW aircraft can practice 
locating them. 
 
My impression is that the vans and their electro-magnetic signals are not much of a 
hazard. So one could argue that the first problem is the 'militarization of our National 
Forests and public lands.'  This might be a slight exaggeration in that only 2 sites
are planned for the Okanogan’s Tonasket Ranger District (and 5 on the Colville NF) 
but.....one rather right-leaning woman spoke and said, "I love the military, but I'm 
concerned about having military people in our forests; I'm afraid that the next thing they 
would be telling us where we could and could not go, checking our identity papers, and 
at some point we would probably be shot."  I thought it was a precipitous statement in 
that that is what the military is specifically trained to do, shoot people. 
 
There was an interesting weak point in the military plan, and that is that 'out of respect 
for public safety' if any member of the public arrives in working or recreating mode 
within 100' of these vans parked on dirt roads in the National Forest---the van will be
obliged to turn off the transmitter and move to another location. This was reiterated 
several times. What could be mentioned in letters of comment is that the functioning of 
the vans is extremely vulnerable to protesters forcing the vans to move repeatedly.
 
Personally I was more interested in the bigger picture, that we are squandering the 
wealth of the human family that should be used to feed, clothe and house  the hungry 
and educate all children (in what exactly remains to be decided, being as it is the
'educated' Americans who pursue war most energetically and who are more afraid than 
most to express dissent or address ethical concerns about killing people and ravaging 
the earth with explosive weapons).
 
I went up to two of the primary advisors, one at a time, told them I would like to present 
a different perspective and hear their response. I read to them, individually, the quote by 
Eisenhower that I posted this morning.  John, the main speaker-guy, allowed that he



could see where I was coming from, but that also unfortunately we did need to defend 
ourselves. Kent, a former Navy flier, was more defensive and seemed to have denser 
brain cells; he said he was there to talk about EW and I was bringing up 'esoterical' 
questions. 
 
To me it is clearly a problem that the universe has created; humans do not have the 
brain/heart power to see through the conditioning imposed upon us by the genes.  John 
said at one point, 'We're just doing what we are told to do.'  So I think the question is, by
whom? Who is the authority?  Is there someone out there whose orders we should be 
following, or is there some reason to follow our own mind/heart/ethical urgings?
 
—Dana Visalli


